
   

 
LEWISHAM CENTRAL LOCAL ASSEMBLY 

MEETING 
Tuesday 23 January 2018 7pm – 9pm 

Lewisham Methodist Church Hall 

Albion Way, London SE13 

 
Record of Meeting 

 
  

Item 
 
Actions 

1 Welcome, Introduction & Format of meeting  

 
 

 
Cllr Stella Jeffrey welcomed everyone and went through the format 
of the meeting.  
  
 

 
 

2 Update from the police safer neighbourhood team  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 PC Roberts from the Lewisham Central Safer Neighbourhood 
Team provided the update. A brief overview of Police Station 
closure and where resident can report incidents were provided. 
Incidents can be reported by telephone and online, resdients were 
advised to dial 999 in an emergency. In terms of crime recorded  
for Lewisham Central, there were 90 miscelenaous offences, 17 
hate crimes, 10 violent offences and 10 common assault recorded 
in the month of November. 
 
In  the last couple of weeks there has been a spate of burglary 
reported in areas around Hither Green Lane. As a result the team 
have organised a two night duty partrol of the area to address the 
problem. A warant has been secured targeteted at ex offenders 
residing in nearby hostels.  
 
Promises 
In terms of antisocial behaviour involving drug dealing, a series of 
successes has been recorder one of which resulted in targeting a  
crack house on Mount Pleasant Road. An arrest was made and a 
male was sent back to prison on a breach of his release license.  
 
Concerning anti social cycle specifically on the pavement, one 
male  was arrested for this and charged and his trial is listed to take 
place in February. The problem of antisocial behaviour on Mercier 
Grove was also highlighted as a problem. There has been a 
number of reports received from residents. Officers from the Town 
Centre Team carried out a weapon sweep of the area are 
recovered 4 knives and some screw drivers. One GBH was 
recorded on Mercier Grove with two males charge for this offence.  
 
The team are planning two Community contact days. The first will 
take place on Wednesday at Lewisham Shopping Centre, followed 
by a second session on Thursday between 2pm and 4pm at the 
Glassmill Leisure Centre. People can drop in within this time to 
speak and raise any concerns they may have with the team.  
 
An announcement that a meeting of the Lewisham Central Safer 
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Neighbourhood Panel will take place on 31st January 2018 from 
7pm at Lewisham Police Station. The panel is looking for new 
members to join, anyone interested is asked to leave their contact 
details with the Assembly Coordinator during the break. 
 
 
 

3 Lewisham Gateway Development – Phase 2  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Representative from the project team presented the following 
updates: The first phase of the development is almost complete. 
The development comprising of two residential blocks will provide 
around 193 homes along with ground floor shops, restaurant and 
cafes, built on lands close to the station. Coinsultation on Pahse 2 
of the development hads been undertaken. The pre- application 
consultation included a public exhibition of plans held over a three 
days in two separate venues. The first two exhibitions took place 
on 7th and 9th December 2017 at Lewisham Shopping Centre whilst 
the third took place in Lewisham mehtodist Church hall on 14th 
December. Members of the project tream were available at each 
exhibition to take questions and receive verbal feedback on the 
plan. 
 
A post application application exhibition was held on 20th January 
in Lewisham Shopping Centre to display the plans and 
demonstrate how the project team have responded to feedback 
received at the public exhibitions held in December 2017. Currently 
the majority of respondents have supported the revised planning 
application and this includes: 

 steps to provide over 53 new affordable homes with work 
ongoing to double this number 

 new co-living to replace the previously proposed hotel 

 new business hub for Lewisham Town Centre 

 a reduction in the bulk and massing of the building surrounding 
the new public realm 

 
What has changed 
1. Affordable Housing 
The previous proposal did not provide any affordable housing due 
to cost associated with infrastructure such as roads diversion, river 
and utilities. The development has now secured £10million 
government funding from the Housing Infrastructure Fund to enable 
the inclusion of over 50 affordable homes in the scheme. In the 
light of the feedback received from the public exhibitions and to 
maximise the number of affordable homes in phase 2, the 
developer are working with Lewisham Council to secure funding for 
extra additional 50 affordable homes. This would bring the total 
number of affordable homes proposed for phase 2 to 20%, 
equating to over 100 affordable homes at the London Living Rent. 
 
2. Height and Massing 
Based on the feedback received in December further steps has 
been taken to reduce the building heights from what was originally 
proposed. This includes: 

 Reduction in the height of block D1 from 62 to 61m. In addition 
to the reduction in height, block D1 will be moved further south 
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to improve access to Confluence Place and the new public 
realm. 

 Reduction of block D2 height from 104m to 95m 

 Reduction in height of block C1 from 41m to 34m 

 Reduction in the height of block C2 from 47 to 42m 

 Reduction in the height of block E from 20m to 18m 
 
The above changes will be in addition to the shops, restaurants, 
cafes and leisure facilities already included in the original  
development plans. 
 
Anyone requiring further information is asked to contact the project 
team by emailing info@lewisham-gateway.comor telephone 020 
7566 7973 
 
A question and answer session followed this update.  
 
 

4. Lewisham Station Users Group  

 
 
 
 
 

 
A member from the Lewisham Station Users Group provided a 
number of issues faced by commuters using  Lewisham Train 
Station and some background information leading to the formation 
of the group.  
 

 The first meeting of the group was organised by two local MPs 
Vicky Foxcroft and Heidi Alexander alongside some active 
community members in the hope of making a difference to 
commuters journey through or to Lewisham Station.   

 The first meeting of the group took place last September at St 
Stephen’s Church on Lewisham High Way where there was a 
proposal to set up a steering group of the Users’s Group. 

 Since its set-up , the steering group has been actively engaging 
with the station management proposing a number of  
improvements necessary to improve access into the station 
through Platform 4 by having a ticket tap in device at the 
entrance to the platform. Train operator are not too keen on this 
idea because of the cost implication  

 Vicky Foxcroft and Heidi Alexander with representatives from 
the users’ group has met with representatives from the train 
providers – Network Rail and South Eastern Train, to discuss 
those improvements.  

 The group hopes to get Transport For London TFL to attend the 
next meeting to join in the discussion with resident 
representatives. 

 Some of the hinderances to the improvement were highlited. 
The fact that the station is old and makes it complicated to 
make any changes to the current infrastructure. 

 With the new development in the Town Centre and the 
proposed Bakerloo Line extension to Lewisham there are 
concerns for the congestion and safety of commuters 
particularly diring the rush hours. 

 Some statistics were provided as follows: Lewisham is the 39th 
busiest train station in the country and the biggest interchange 
station in the South Eastern network 

 Last year saw a reduction of trains on all networks but this was 
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not the case in Lewisham. 
 As South Eastern Train franchise contract approaches expiry at 

the end of this year, other train providers will have the 
opportunity to bid alongside SE train. The Users group sees 
this as an opportunity to lobby for change 

 Lewisham is predicted to become more busier with the 
proposed extention of the Victoria line to the area. Issues 
concerning redesigning of the inside of the station as well as 
looking into the access into platform 4 would need to be re-
visited during this period. 

 Station management have been made aware of the impending 
improvements and they have have begun to develop a two 
phase feasibility study. The first will be to address the issues 
relating to platform 4 access and the other to address 
congestion in the ticketing hall and the badly designed platform 
1 and 2. 

 The Users group’s priorities is to begin to see some quick wins 
i.e. improve access at platform and improvments to the ticketing 
area within the station. 

 
 

5. Assembly fund – Presentation of bids  

 
 
 

 
Hither Green Murals / Hither Green Station living room and 
place making 
A summary of the bid was presented to the assembly by Cllr 
Jeffrey on behalf of the bid proposer who was unwell to attend the 
meeting. This project is biding for £1000 from the Assembly fund 
towards the provision of a mural to enhance the walls by the 
entrance to Hither Green station. The second phase of the project 
will transform the waiting room at Hither Green Station into a 
unique inviting cosy space. The living room will feature a bookcase, 
bookshelves and kid’s corner.  The proposed living room will adopt 
the Street Library model where books are free to borrow and can 
either be retruned or exchange for another book. Some match 
funding has been secured through crowding funding towards the 
total cost of the project. 
 
St Mauritius Tenant and Resident Association Luncheon Club 
The bid was presented to by the scheme officer on behalf of the 
Resident Association. The project aims to deliver a weekly Lunch 
Club for the elderly resident at St Mauritius House and adjoining 
Sheltered Housing schemes twice weekly. The project will be run 
by pensioners. A Dietician will be invited from time to time to give 
talks at the club on the benefit of healthy eating and help plan 
some of the menu taking into consideration specific common 
health. The club will also provide participants with opportunities to 
go on organised day trips. The club is bidding for £2000 from the 
assembly to support this project. 
 
A voting exercise followed immediately after both presentation. 
Voting was conducted by show of hands. The result of the vote 
taken for the first project, Hither Green Murals and Station Living 
Room and Place Making recorded all in favour of funding this 
project with the exception of 4 people abstaining from voting. The 
same result was also recorded for the Luncheon Club. 
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The Assembly also agreed to the directive proposed by the chair to 
have the remaning underspent of £350 is allocated to support the 
2018 Hither Green Festival. 
  
 

6. Ladywell Playtower Restoration Update  

 
 

 
A reference was made to the written update included in the 
individual meeting packs on the Ladywell Playtower restoration. A 
summary of the update were provided as follows: 
 

 The Mayor of Lewisham has considered the four shortlisted 
proposals for the restoration project taking into account the 
results from the public consultation and also heard feedbacks 
from a variety of speakers back in November 2017.  

 Having considered all available information the decision was 
reached to appoint Guildmore and Curzon Cinema as the 
preferred restoration partner. 

 Guildmore and the Council has begun the discussion to agree 
the legal parameters around the disposal of the site.  

 It is proposed that the new development will provide a cinema 
for the borough and around 19 to 20 flats would be built to 
cover the cost of the development. 

 Gilmore has begun site investigations and aims to have a 
planning application ready later in the year 

 It is estimated that the new building will be open to the public in 
the summer of 2020.  

  

 

 Councillors Update & Any other business  

 
 

 
Servises Suppoting the elderly in Lewisham 
A short information was provided on the activities on offer across 
the borough to supports active participation from the older adult to 
reduce isolation and encourage an active health and well-being. 
The Community Connection Officer assigned to Lewisham Central 
ward was also invited to speak about their service. The programme 
aims to signpost and refer people to community services that 
supports their well-being. The scheme also supports local 
organisations or community groups to increase their provision. 
Anyone interested in getting further information about this scheme 
is asked to speak with the relevant officer at the end of the 
meeting. 
 
Other updates 
Cllr Egan informed the assembly about a number of changes i.e 
various development happening in the Centre of Lewisham which 
contributes positively towards the provision of affordable for local 
people. He also announced his candidacy for the forthcoming 
mayoral election. A brief explanation was provided on the others 
roles he has taken on in preparation for the election.  
 
 
Date of next Assembly meeting 
Saturday 10th March 2018, from 12pm to 2pm at Hither Green 
Baptist Church, Theodore Road, London SE13 
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 Declaration of interest  

 
 

 
There were no interest declared at this meeting 
 

 

 
 
 


